Typical Rust areas of a Classic Mini

When checking a Mini over before purchasing, it is important to check carefully for rust. The diagram below shows the typical rust areas: 


1. Headlamp surround and bowl (part of front wing). These rust out from behind due to accumulation of road dirt and moisture, usually only in locales where salt is used on ice. 

2. Lower front valance. Often kerbed and hit by stones, and therefore prone to rust where paint is chipped away. 

3. Lower windscreen surround, top of wing, top of a-panel. These areas rust because of the box section inside this area, which accumulates road dirt and water. The rear seam of the bonnet also rusts because of the foam soundproofing it sits in that retains water. 

4. Lower edge of a-panel. Rusts out from the inside. 

5. Roof skin edge/cant rail. A trap for dirt and rain, prone to rust from the outside in as paint wears. Rust is accelerated greatly on Mk1 cars with sound proofing foam inside the cant rail. 

6. Rain channel (Mk1/2 cars). Does not drain properly, by design. 

7. Door lower edge. Rusts due to blocked door drainage holes. 

8. Inner wing/front of sill. Very prone to rust from accumulated road dirt. 

9. Outer/inner sills. Very prone to rust from road dirt/water trapped inside, and paint chips. 

10. Lower edge of body sides. More common where road salt is used. 

11. Rear subframe. A common casualty of inadequate factory rustproofing. The heelboard is also likely to be rusted. 

12. Roof skin/cant rail See 5. 

13. Boot lid. Prone to rust along the bottom edge. The same applies to van/estate rear doors. 

14. Rear panel/rear valance/rear bumper mounting flange and boot floor. 

Rust is also common in the floor pan, particularly the front quarters. For those intending to restore a car, patch panels are available for most common rust areas. Rust may also occur where crash damage has been improperly repaired and covered over with filler. 

There are two major types of rust. 

First, "surface rust"

. This rust starts when paint wears or chips away. This type of rust is usually found in the roof channels and external body seams, and where the paint has become chipped. This rust can be prevented from developing into a problem if it is sanded out and repainted - if your car has any rust like this, treat it now. 

Second is rust that works from the inside out. 

This is usually characterised by loose rust flakes and bubbles in paint work, and has worked its way to the outside from the other side of the panel, e.g. from the inside of the A-panel to the outside. This type of rust is far worse and is more common in countries that put salt on the roads during winter. The only hope for repair is cutting out the rust and replacing it with new metal. 

If a car has rusted to the extent where holes can be found in any of the above locations, heavy-duty repairs are needed. A car with rust in the roof pillars, roof skin, floors, or worse, should be avoided unless it is a collectible model or intended for restoration. 

Beware of a car with fresh paintwork. It can take from six months to one year for painted-over rust to bubble out again. Meanwhile, it has been spreading under the paint causing severe problems that may not be detected until it is too late. Stay away from any car with blisters in the paint as it is a sign of hidden problems and poor paint preparation work. 

